
Medieval Finger Counting 
 

The merchants of Medieval Europe and the Middle East 
used a system of finger counting.  They could do rapid 
calculations on their fingers and keep track of money 
during the bargaining process. This type of finger 
counting is a place value system.  The digits in the ones 
place are represented on the pinkie, ring, and middle 
fingers of the left hand.   
 



 



The positions of the thumb and index finger give the 
value of the tens place. 



The hundreds place is the same as the ones place, but 
the digits are on the right hand. 

 



The thousands place is the same as the tens place, but it 
is on the right hand, too. 

 



  
Can you read these numbers?   

 


